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Ireland, Scotland, and elsewhere, before he
could settle down to enjoy the fruits of victory,
As a matter of fact, he never did attain that
repose. Such measures as he was able to pro-
mote, however, in regard to trade and commerce
were, as might be expected, specially intended
to benefit English commerce. Monopolies had
been abolished, and he did nothing, and allowed
nothing to be done, to revive them.

In 1651 the famous Navigation Act was
passed, aimed mainly at the destruction of the
still important Dutch carrying trade, and in-
tended also to strengthen the relations with the
colonies. The effect of this measure was to
create a gigantic monopoly of the English
nation against the world, and for a time it did
certainly tend to increase British commerce,
although it soon brought about a war between
England and Holland. The Act declared that
no merchandise of Asia, Africa, or America,
except such as might be imported directly from
the place of its growth or manufacture in Europe,
should be imported into Great Britain or its
colonies in any but English-built ships, navi-
gated by English commanders, and having at
least three-quarters of the sailors Englishmen ;
and no goods produced in any country in Europe
were to be imported into Great Britain except
in British ships, or ships belonging to the country
where the goods were produced. This com-
pletely put a stop to Dutch sea traffic with
England. How far the Act really benefited
the country at large is doubtful, inasmuch as
it compelled people to pay a higher price for
many articles which the Dutch had supplied,